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lages. In this connection, the following facts are of import-
ance. There-has been intense heat in Volbynia since the
beginning of the epidemic, amounting sometimes to 400 R.
(1220 F.). The epidemic has come just at harvest time, and
the peasants, though they drink mostly boiled water at home,
quench their thirst while at work from the nearest river or
stream. The streams in the whole district stricken by
cholera are sluggish, and have low marshy banks; their
water is said to be of very bad quality. Further, the water
supply in the villages is extremely bad; water is taken
mainly from shallow wells, the level of water in which is
said to be rarely more than 1 arshin (28 inches) below the
level of the surface. The spread of cholera in such a district
can scarcely be wondered at. Since the spring there have
been over 4 000 cases of the disease in Volhynia. The last
bulletin published reports, as occurring between July 30th
(August llth) and August 5th (17th), 2,025 cases of cholera
and 718 deaths. In the previous week the return showed
1,004 cases and 322 deaths. In this connection the statistics
of cholera in Volhynia during the last three years are of in-
terest. In 1892 the Government was by no means severely
visited; there were in all 1.162 cases with 453 deaths, or in
proportion to population 49 cases and 18 deaths per 100,000
inhabitants. In 1893 there were 5,895 cases with 2,302
deaths. In 1894 the cases numbered only 462 and the deaths
193.
Professor von Anrep has been appointed Director of the

Women's Medical Institute, which is expected to be opened
in 1897. The choice is in every way admirable. Professor
von Anrep has held many important appointments; he was
for some time Director of the Imperial (Aldenburg) institute
of Experimental Medicine; in 1892 he was sent to Nijni
Novgorod to take measures against the cholera epidemic, and
he has recently been appointed as the Government repre-
sentative on the Commission formed to look after the sani-
tary interests of the great Pan-Russian Exhibition to be held
in Nijni Novgorod next year.

CORRESPONDENCE.
THE LIMERICK FOOD POISONING CASE.

Snr,-Having been on a holiday trip I did not see until a
few days ago the BRITISH MEDICAL J OURNAL of July 27th,
1895. It contains a leading article referring to the notes on
the Limerick polsoning case which appeared under my name
in the previous number. The writer of the leader says that
my statement exonerating the meat used by the patients is
an " example of the commoner errors often found in official
reports," and he further points out that the poison in meat
" is not necessarily diffused throughout the whole substance
of the meat, but may be collected at one or other parts."
Now nothing was more clearly established in this sad case
than the fact that the meat used at the fatal dinner on July
3rd was not the cause of the illness. The carcass from which
the meat was supplied was sold to a large number of persons
throughout tlhe city of Limerick, but careful inquiries carried
out by the police proved that none of the persons who ate it
suffered from any kind of illness except the ladies at the
convent. Seventy-six persons partook of the meat, and of
these 74 became ill, the illness in 4 cases terminating fatally.
These 74 persons partook of the custard. The two persons
who ate the meat but were not sickened did not use the
custard.

If the theory of probabilities were applied in this case, it
would prove that it was many million times more probable
that the custard and not the meat contained the poison. The
first improbability is-why should all the poison in the car-
cass be concentrated in the fragment of it supplied to the
convent? Second improbability-why should the only mor-
sels of wholesome meat in the part of this carcass (assuming
it to have been, as suggested by the leading article, poisonous
only in " some part or parts ") be used by the two persons
who did not partake of the custard? Whilst the evidence
produced at the inquest held in this case convinced the
coroner and the jury that the meat was not at fault, iteatisfied
them that the custard was. I regret that I was not able, to
ascertain whether or not the severity of the symptoms ex-

hibited by the patients was in proportion to the quantity of
custard used, but it appears that some of the young ladies
did not relish the custard, which, as I have already shown,
was prepared from stale eggs, practically uncooked. Since
the publication of my notes on this case in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL, I have learned that a portion of the
custard after dinner was given to pigs, which soon after
suffered from severe diarrhcea.-I am, etc.,
Dublin, Aug. 31st. CHARLES A. CAMERON.

THE INJECTION OF ANTITOXIN BY THE RECTUM.
Sa,-Since it falls to my lot to have to treat a compara-

tively large number of cases of diphtheria, I am naturally
much interested in the treatment of that dire disorder, and
for this reason I have read with eagerness the various papers
and notes which have appeared in your columns during the
past twelve months. I have not as yet employed the anti-
toxin, partly because I have been fortunate in following other
lines of treatment, and partly also, perhaps, because I was
prejudiced against antitoxin for reasons which need not be
stated at present. But I now feel that I cannot longer
abstain from trying this new form of treatment for myself.
However, since I have seen the size of syringe employed, and
the large amount of fluid which has to be injected into the
intracellular spaces, I feel that it will be difficult to get the
consent of parents, especially of the class who object to have
their children " suffer punishment," as they express it;
and I myself think I should not like to have a child
of my own so treated except under chloroform. Now,
chloroform means another assistant, more expense,
and, under the most favourable conditions, its use intro-
duces a fresh element of danger. In hospital assistants
can be had, expense counts for less, and the danger
is less, and then there is not the parent to deal with, but in
private practice the whole thing is different, and often the
parents, from the purest motives, cannot quite appreciate our
desire to do the best for their child. Considering these diffi-
culties then I purpose injecting the serum by the rectum,
and I cannot see why it should not succeed, for the jaices
secreted by the glands of the lower part of the alimentary
canal, so far as I am aware, are nearly bland, and have little
action on proteids; in fact I should think they would have
no greater action than the serum of the intercellular
spaces.
Professor T. R. Fraser expressed the opinion that his anti-

toxin of snake poison may be effectual if introduced by the
stomach. If this be so, I, do not see that the antitoxin of
diphtheria is likely to lose in efficacy when introduced into
the rectum. The question of its retention, however, must be
borne in mind. Still I think this should not be so difficult,
for we find a small starch enema and small nutrient enemata
can be kept in by the exercise of a little skill.
An expression of opinion on this point by experts wouldbe

of great service to those of us in the ranks of general prac-
tice.-I am, etc.,
Leeds, August 26th. GORDON SHARP, M.B. Edin.

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND
MEDICAL DEFENCE.

SrI,-I am one of those who believe that there are no
great difficulties in the way of the Association taking up
the role of defender of the interests of general piactitioners.
The Council are bound to admit that the Association has,
through its Branches, spoken with no uncertain voice on
the question. That the Council will have to get the Articles
of Association altered admits of no doubt, and it is sincerely
to be hoped that they will without delay devote their time to
the accomplishment of this.

I venture to remind them that one of their Colonial
Branches has framed by-laws which admit of their spending
money on the suppression of unqualified practice, and it is
interesting to note that, after spending no less a sum than
£105 on this object, the Branch recovered back £100 in the
shape of penalties from the offenders. What has been so
well done by one of the Branches can surely be done also by
the parent Association. I venture to think that many of the
Branches would be prepared to bear a part of the expenses
incurred in the prosecution of quacks who resided within
their districts.


